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In the absence of apparatus, this is accomplished in the following 
manner : 

Letter mail is disinfected as it arrives at the post-office. Each letter 
is done separately. The corner of the envelope is cut, and 3 or 4 drops 
of formalin (40 per cent) are dropped in. The letters are then placed in 
a pouch containing formalin, and from time to time more formalin is 
sprinkled into the pouch. When the pouch has enough mail, it is sealed 
and not opened until it arrives in Tampa, which insures at least twenty- 
four hours' exposure. One clerk is able to disinfect all southern mail 
by this method as it arrives, and, therefore, it is not delayed. 

Mail to northern points by way of Tampa or Miami and opened in 
the South by the Eailway Mail Service is disinfected by sprinkling 
formalin in the sack and over the mail. The bundles are opened and 
shaken up so that the letters lie loose in the sack. These are also 
sealed and not opened until reaching Tampa or Miami, which gives 
them about twenty-four hours' exposure. 

Package mail, newspapers and the like, can not be properly disin- 
fected without apparatus, and all mail matter of this character 
addressed to points south of the southern boundary of Maryland is 
being held until we can instal and house the disinfecting cylinder. 

By permission of General Brooke this cylinder will be put on the 
harbor front, on Caballeria Wharf, directly in front of the post-office. 
This situation by long repute enjoys the reputation of being the least 
infected point along the harbor front. 

I have wired Asst. Surg. S. D. Grubbs to come here temporarily 
to build the plant and organize this mail disinfection. The plant will 
be in working order in a few days. 

Eespectfully, yours, M. J. Bosenau, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Sanitary report from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, September JO, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to forward the usual weekly report for this 
port. 

There has been an increase of yellow fever ; a total of 24 new cases, 
with 3 deaths, were reported during the week ; 13 of these cases were 
soldiers and 11 civilians; 6 of the 11 cases in civilians were Americans. 

Five of the cases occurred on the water front, as follows : 

(1) The electrician from the U. S. Army transport Ingals. He had 
been ashore, where he undoubtedly contracted the disease. The vessel 
was disinfected in the parts exposed to the infection by the Protector and 
placed in quarantine. 

(2) One of the crew of the schooner lighter Pizarro. The man, a 
Spaniard, had been on the island only three months. The lighter was 
disinfected. The remaining crew of 2 men being immune, she was not 
further detained. 

(3) A customs-house inspector. This man had been on the Dauntless, 
which sailed for Tampa the day he was taken sick. The quarantine 
officer there was notified of the facts. 

(4) A sailor from the marine barracks at the machina. The barracks 
were disinfected by this Service, at the request of Admiral Cromwell. 

(5) Another case on the Ingals, a Spaniard, fireman, who was taken 
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sick three days after he was shipped. The man had been on the island 
bnt a few months. The vessel was redisinfected throughout and is 
placed incommunicado, awaiting further developments. 

The disinfection of the mail is going on smoothly and without delay 
to the letter mail. Newspapers and packages for the South are being 
held, awaiting the completion of our plant, which is being rapidly 
pushed by Dr. Grubbs. I think it will be ready for use to-morrow. 

The baggage from Havana for other Cuban ports is now required to 
be disinfected. As our plant here is already running its full capacity, 
this disinfection will be done either at Nuevitas or Cienfuegos, or at the 
smaller ports of entry. 

Following Dr. Carter's example, I personally inspect all vessels from 
Spain, on account of the plague. There is no direct travel between 
Portugal and Cuba. 

Inclosed is a table of deaths from yellow fever for the month of August 
during the past decade. This table indicates that the cases of yellow 
fever in the civilian population occurred largely in the newly arrived 
Spanish immigrants who ceased to come in large numbers since the 
war broke out. 

The fewer number of cases which have occurred in our soldiers, is 
undoubtedly due to the intelligent care which is given them. 

Eespectfully, yours, M. J. Bosenau, 

Passed Assistant Burgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 

Mortality report of the city of Eavanafor the week ended September 7, 1899. 

Tuberculosis, 9; enteritis, 12; yellow fever, 3; pneumonia, 3; malaria, 8; enteric 
fever, 3 ; diphtheria, 1 ; pernicious fever, 2 ; beriberi, 1. Deaths from all causes, 121. 

Tlnclosure No. 2.] 

Deaths from yellow fever in Havana for the month of August, 1889 to 1899. 
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Sanitary report from Matanzas, Cardenas, Tsabela de Sagua, and Caibarien. 

Matanzas, Cuba, September 7, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit herewith weekly sanitary report of 
Matanzas and the subports in my district for the week ended Septem- 
ber 2, 1899 : 

Matanzas.— Thirty deaths occurred in this city during the week, indi- 
cating a mortality of 39. 16 per thousand. The principal causes of death 
were as follows : Malaria, 6 ; enteritis, 5 ; chronic nephritis, 3 ; heart 
disease, 3 ; tuberculosis, 2 ; dysentery, 1 ; infectious fever, 1 ; other 
causes, 9. The following cases of an infectious character were reported : 



